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PREFACE. 


FR Transcendently great Importance of the 


Scripture Truth maintained in the Preface in- 
troductory to this Diſcourſe, and in the Diſcourſe 
itſelf, fully juſtifies a new Impreſſion of them both: 
altho' 77 Years and 4 Months have paſſed ſince the 
Delivery of the latter. And the Author's ſtrong 
Senſe, and very emphatical Language, will repay 
the Reader in an abundant Recompence for the 
Time which he may ſpend in the Peruſal of them. 

It mult be confeſſed indeed, that this great Argu- 
ment had heen handled with very maſterly Skill, and 
in a Manner never to be exceeded, by theſe two 
moſt accompliſhed Divines of the Church of Eng- 
land, Biſhop Bull, © whoſe invaluable Works are 
„the Admiration of Chriſtendom,” and Dr. Daniel 
Waterland, “ one of the ableſt Defenders of the 
„ Chriſtian Faith, which the Church has been bleſſed 
with ſince the Days of Inſpiration.” Concerning 
both of whom, together, and their Manner of treat- 
ing this Subject, Dr. Trapp, himſelf a very acute 
Critic, and a very accompliſhed Divine, has borne 
his moſt honourable Teſtimony in theſe Words : 
„This, (the Doctrine of our Saviour's Godhead) 
has been abundantly proved by the moſt learned, 
* judicious, and acute Biſhop Bull, in his admirable 
„ Treatiſe, entituled, The Defence of the Nicene 
* Faith;” written in Latin; to which I have here 
given an Engliſh Title ; © a Book, not ſo much as 
* pretended to be anſwered by any of the Adverſa- 
* ries of our Faith; unleſs making a few idle cur- 
* fory Strictures, and that too purely by Way of 
* Cavilling, may deſerve the Name of an An- 
* (wer. Since Him, another moſt learned Author, 
of our own Nation too, Dr. Waterland, has pur- 
* ſued the ſame Subject in ſeveral of his Writings ; 
* illuſtrating, adding to, and improving the immor- 
tal Work of That great Prelate. Between them 


* Lady Moyer's Lecture On the Doctrine of the moſt Holy 
and Ever- bleſſed Trinity. pp. 71, 72. 
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e both, if ever Subject had Juſtice done it, certainly 
* This has; the Senſe of Antiquity upon This 
* Article, being fully cleared, and vindicated from 
* the Objections of all Oppoſers.” Thus Dr. Trapp. 

Yet, notwithſtanding this, there is a Circum- 
ſtance ſo ſingularly peculiar belonging to this Sermon, 
that it may verily and indeed be called a NON- 
SUCH: I mean, that none other ſuch will ever ap- 

ear. This ſingular Peculiarity may eafily be ſug- 
| geſted to the Reader from a Peruſal of the Title- 

Bice only : but will be fully confirmed to his Under- 
ſtanding, when he ſhall proceed to the Preface. 

I have taken no Liberty to ſpoil the ſtrong Senſe 
of the Author, by altering it in the leaſt Degree: 
only in two or three Places there were plain Errors of 
the Preſs : and there are now made ſhort, ſtrait Lines 
of Diviſion into three, very nearly, equal Parts, that 
if the Reader pleaſes to break off, he may ruminate 
on the Matter at difterent Times. I have done this, 
thinking that he might find it more agreeable to him 
to have his Attention eaſed by this Divifion into 
three; and the Senſe very well allowing of theſe 
Breaks, without any Injury to it: and alſo for this 
farther Reaſon; becauſe, after this Diviſion, each 
Part will be of, at leaſt, an equal, if not more than 
equal, Length with a common Sermon delivered 
from the Pulpit, at one Time. And the Quotation 
out of Biſhop Andrews, which, by the Author's 
Diſtance from the Prefs, had flipped into the Body of 
the Sermon, and which he intended to be a Marginal 
Note, is now removed to the End of the whole Diſ— 
courſe. Many Scripture References, omitted by the 
Author, are here added: theſe, and the few other 
are ſet down at the Bottom of the Page: to the 
Intent that nothing might interrupt Attention to the 
main Matter of TRANSCENDENTLY great Im- 
portance ; as I ſaid at the Beginning, and now ſay 
again at the End. 


CHARLES BALDWYN, 


1799. No. 53, King-ftreet, Mancheſter 
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PREFACE. 


3 Publication of the following Diſeourſe may, 
perhaps, want an Apology: Some, I know, 
will be forward to aſk, Wherefore it came out at all? 
Others, why not ſooner? To whom I have to an- 
ſwer, That the Approbation it unexpectedly met 
with from ſome whoſe Perſons I honour, and whoſe 
Judgment I value, induced me to alter my Reſolu- 
tion of ſuffering it only to walk about in private, 
from Friend to Friend, and determined me to hearken 
to the Importunity of my Reverend Brethren, ſo as 
to vield at length to its Appearance in public. 

Jam yet further, it ſeems, to apologize for the 
Subject it treats of. There was one took the Free- 
dom to tell me, he wondered I would insist on Such a 
Subject at auch a Time; that it was the very last Sub- 


ject he Should have chosen to come up with, on the like 


ecasion. ä | 

This Cenſure, I muſt own, did not a little ſur- 
prize me, who was of the quite contrary Opinion, 
that there was no one Subject could have been more 
proper for the Day, a Day of heretical Blaſphemy, 
wherein profeſſed Chriſtians fear not openly to deny 
tlie Lord that bought them; as all thoſe do, who 
queſtion the Divinity of Chriſt the Lord, and only 
Saviour! 

Did it not then behove the Preacher to oppoſe 
the Error of the Day, and to ſtand up, pro Virili, 
for his Lord and Maſter? To maintain his Cauſe, 
and fight his Battles, under whom he is liſted and 
ſerves, and that not as a common Soldier neither, 
but in Quality of a Watchman ? But row the Lord's 
Watchmen are not to keep Silence like dumb Dogs, 
but upon all Occaſions to cry aloud, and give Warn- 
ing of the Danger they deſcry. 
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Yea, woe to all dumb Watchmen, who will not 
ſo much as open their Mouths now that their Lord's 
Cauſe fo loudly requires it: Let all ſuch know, this 
their Silence will be conſtrued Indolence, their In- 
dolence adjudged highly criminal, as being proditory 
towards the Lord Chriſt, and deadly pernicious to- 
wards his Flock. _ 

But ſay, what Subject ſhould I rather have 
choſen? Obedience, perhaps, to the higher Powers, 
now eſpecially, ſeeing there is ſo much Report of a 
Conſpiracy diſcovered. Well, but is it not apparent 
that there is a far more helliſh and dangerous Con- 
ſpiracy now of a long Time formed, and ſpreading 
againſt Him that is infinitely higher than they? 
Whom then ought we to take Thought of Heart 
for in the firſt Place? Who, think ye, ought to 
carry the Day and the Plea? The Miniſter, or the 
Lord? The Son of Man, or the Son of God, by 
whom Kings reign ; whoſe Name alſo is, The“ King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords? 

+ Let all the Earth then stand in Awe, and keep 
Silence, till firſt the Cauſe of Messiah the Prince be 
heard and pleaded; then in their Place may the 
Viceroys have their Cauſe pleaded alſo. 

Not that I would be thought diſaffected to the 
preſent Government, though 1 thus ſpeak ; no, for 
'tis well known how zealous I have been in my Time 
and Station for the Powers that be: And [I think 
all that will hearken to St. Paul ought to be ſo, were 
there no Oath of God in the Caſe. 

But then if, without Offence to my Prince, I may 
take up the Scripture-Maxim, and ſay, | We ought to 
obey God rather than Man; I may ſurely alike inof- 
fenſively ſay, We will plead for God rather than Man. 
The Preference then undoubtedly belongs to the 
Lord God of the Apoſtle Thomas, before all Kings 
and Judges of the Earth, who in their higheſt Capa- 
city are no better than the Vicegerents of the Lord 
Chriſt. 


* Rev. x. 16. + Habak. ii. 20. Pſal. xxxiii. 8. 
4 Acts v. 29. $ John xx. 28. 
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But perhaps a FVisilalion- Sermon ſhould have 
chiefly concerned itſelf tor our ſpiritual Governors. 
And when it ſhall pleaſe them to break Silence, in 
Vindication of the Son of God, the Biſhop of Souls ; 
then ſhall we alſo willingly offer our Service on the 
Behalf of thoſe that have the Rule over us under 
* Chriſt, the chiet Shepherd. | 

Some, I hear, were for poſtponing the Argument 
of our Lord's Divinity to Lectures of Chriſtian Mo- 
rality. But were it orderly to go about to promulge 
Laws, or rational to hope Submiſſion to 'em, before 
the Authority of the Lawgiver were firſt eſtabliſh'd 
and receiv'd? Or, can any one be a faithful and 
obedient Hearer of Chriſt, who is not firſt fully ſa- 
tisfy'd as to the Divinity of his Perſon, as well as 
his Miſſion ? 

But why muſt Morality be inſiſted on before Faith? 
Do not the Credenda precede the Agenda ? Doth not 
our Catechiſm teach us the Creed before the Deca- 
logue ? I had verily thought, a ſound Belief was pre- 
viouſly requiſite to a right Practice, as the Ground 
and Rule thereof. Ought we not to lay a good 
Foundation firſt before we proceed to the Superſtruc- 
ture ; In ſhort, can Fruits ſpring without a Root? 
No more can we expect to abound in good Works, 
properly ſo call'd, without firſt having a right Faith 
planted and rooted in us : Faith being altogether az 
neceſſary to good Works, as the Root is to the 
bringing forth of Fruit. So then, none but a right 
N Believer can potlibly become fruitful of good 

Vorks. 

Thus having ſufficiently vindicated both the Ne- 
celity and Seaſonableneſs of my Subject, expe- 
dient it is I ſay ſomewhat in behalf of the Diſcourſe 
itſelf. 

Whereas then the Adverſaries we have to deal 
with, ſeated, as it were, in the Scorner's Chair, do 
with an Air of Contempt vilify and run down all 
the Arguments we-juſtly draw from the Divine Oeco- 
nomy, in Favour of the Son of God; yet are they 


* } Pet. v. 4. 


iv. THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE, 


ſeen at the ſame time partially to pervert the faid 


Oeconomy to their own Uſe, and wholly in a man- 


ner to /erve themſelves of it: Nay, their grand Mif- 
take viſibly is this, that they ſtick in_the Worſhip 
according to the Oeconomy, lo as to allow no Place 
to the eſſential Worſhip due abſolutely to each 
Perſon by Himſelf, as God, abſtracting from the 
Oeconomy. | | | 

By the “ Oeconomy is meant that Order of Dif- 
penſation or Miniſtry, which the whole Trinity are 


1 


mutually engag'd, and proceed in, for the Accom— 


pliſhment of the great Work of our Salvation. 

According to which ſaid Oeconomy or Order, the 
Father is ſet up as being primarily the Object of 
divine Worſhip: And, as ſuſtaining the Rights of 
the Deity, is to be addreſs'd to through the Inter- 
ceſſion of the great High-Prieſt, the Son, in and by 
the gracious Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt. 

But then, beſides this oeconomical Way of Wor— 
ſhip, which reſpects the manner after which it is paid; 
there is alſo Worſhip eſſential, which reſpects the 
Object to whom it is in itſelf, and of Right, payable, 
abſtracting from the Oeconomy. 

Divine Worſhip then, as conſider'd eſſentially, 
hath the Godhead for its Object and only Foundation; 
none being truly adorable, or to be worſhipped, ſave 
God only. So then the Ratio formalis of divine 
Worſhip being truly reſolvable into the Divinity or 
Godhead, it hence follows, That all and ſingular the 
Three Perſons are of Right truly adorable, each in 
Himſelf, each being a Divine Perſon, or Very God. 
And therefore divine Worſhip thus eſſentially conſi- 


der'd, hath for its proper, adequate, and ultimate 


Object, Father Son and Holy Ghoſt, the plena 8 
adunata Trinitas, and that without all Difference or 
Inequality ; each of the Divine Perſons being truly 
poſſeſs'd of the whole Fulneſs of the Godhead, and 
ſo entituled to Adoration each by himſelf, as a Divine 
Perſon, and all of them together as one God. Ac- 


* Dr. Owen. 
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cordingly our Litany conſiders and worſhips them 
both diſtinctly and conjointly. 

And in ſundry of our Collects * we addreſs to the 
Son ultimately, not concluding as in the reſt, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, &c. but putting up our 
Requeſts directly and abſolutely to the Son Himſelf; 
wherein alſo we agree with all that in every Place 
call on the Name of Jesus Chris! our Lord, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaksF. | 

We alſo hold, that St. Paul doth not only vent a 
pious With for his Corin/lians, in the Gratia Domini 
nostri, &c. but actually implores a ſolemn Bleffin 
upon them from Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt if 
tinctly, yet not after the oeconomical Way: Nay, 
without ſo much as preciſely obſerving the natural, 
effential Order of the Perſons, according whereto 
they ſubſiſt ; but placing the Son firſt, an Argument 
ſure of their eſſential Coequality, and altogether in- 
conſiſtent with that dependent Subordination ſo much 
contended for by the Enemies of Chriſt's: true 
Divinity. 

And now the divine Worſhip of Prayer and 
Praiſe, which the Saints and Apoſtles gave unto 
Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, was given them eſſentially 
conſidered, as Divine Perſons or True God, And as 
ſuch the ultimate Object of divine Worſhip. And 
their Example ſhall warrant us to addreſs the ſaid 
Divine Perſons alſo diſtinctly, and by themſelves, 
not always, nor only, according to the Oeconomy. 

This now is what I would be underſtood to aſſert, 
and vindicate in the following Diſcourſe, even the 
abſolute, eſſential Worſhip due to each of the Three, 
as a divine Perſon, or very God. \ 

And tho', 'tis true, the generality of our Prayers 
are framed according to the oeconomical Way and 
Order of Worſhip, yet even then when we make the 
Father primarily the Object of our Worſhip, ac- 


Collect for third Sunday in Advent, firſt Sunday in Lent, 
St. Stephen, St. Chrysostom's Prayer. | 
+ [ Cor. i. 2. 
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cording to the Oeconomy, we do not forget at the 


ſame Time to recognize the Divinity of our Lord | 


Chriſt, and his Spirit ; as when in many of our 
Collects we conclude, faving,—who liuetſi and reign- 
eth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God. 

In the Collect for St. Thomas, you find the Father 
addreſſed to through Chriſt, but ſo as to have the 
ſame Chriſt and Spirit alſo glorified together with the 
Father ; that Prayer concluding thus :— To tohom 
with thee and the Holy Ghost be all Honour and Glory 
now and for evermore. 

Thus you fee, how orthodox and ſound our Com- 
mon Forms of Prayer are! And how that when we 
worſhip according to the Oeconomy, through Chriſt 
the Mediator, we do yet take care to recognize the 
Trinity in Unity, and do even ſecure and reſerve to 
the Son and Spirit both, their Divine Honour, the 
Worſhip effentially due and payable unto them; 
even then, I ſay, when we. ſeek Access by one Spirit 
unto the Father k. 

Our Church then {whatever ſome of her Sons 
may do) rightly underſtands, that the oeconomical 
Way of Worſhip was never once meant to ſuper- 
ſede, much leſs. exclude, our Worſhipping the Son 
and Spirit both eſſentially and abſolutely, Aiſtinbtly 
by themſelves, conjointly alſo together with the 
Father ; otherwiſe ſhe had never taught us in her 
Litany to pray, firſt to each Perſon by Himſelf, and 
afterwards to all Three together. Which Procedure 


is eaſily accounted for, by granting (as the true Faith 


requires) each Perſon by himſelf to be true God, 
and all of them together the one only true God. 
The Acknowledgment then of the Trinity in Unity, 
and the Unity in Trinity, keeps us right, juſtifies 
our Litany, and vindicates our Prayers and Dozo- 
logies from all that is, or can be objected to them, 

Let then our Adverſaries but allow the eſſential 
Worſhip due to each of the ſacred Three, as a Di— 
vine Perſon, or True God; and far be it from us to 


* Eph. ii. 18. 
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controvert or contend about the oeconomical Way of 
going to the Father /hrough the Son by the Spirit. 

In thort, let but each Perſon be recognized ador- 
able in Himſelf; particularly let the Son and Spirit 
but be allowed to communicate 1n the effential Glory 
of God the Father, ſo as to be worſhipped together 
with Him; and we ſhall (as we daily alſo do) moſt 
readily worthip according to the Oeconomy. For, 
our Apoſtolic Church, whilſt the moſt judiciouſly i in- 
ſtructeth us to give to each of the Divine Perſons his 
due Honour, the Glory belonging to the eternal 
Godhead, yet directeth us, for the moſt part, to ob- 
ſerve the Oeconomy, and pray thereafter. 

And now, had but the innovating Adversary duly 
attended to this found Diſtindtion of the Edential and 
Oeconomical manner of Worſhip, a Diſtinction not 
forged, but founded in the Truth of the Divine Na- 
ture, and the Veconomy of the Perſons ſubſiſting in 
that Nature; a Diſtin&tion alſo clearly exemplified 
both Ways by the Apoſties, and moſt religiouſly ob- 
ſerved by our Church; he had never ſtumbled ſo 
foully, as now he hath done, nor made the Worſhip 
according to the Oeconomy to ſuperſede and ſubvert 
the natural eſſential M orſhip due unto the Godhead, 
and by Conſequence to each of the Divine Perſons 
communicating in the ſame. 

Had but the unhappy Doctor throughly conſidered, 
that the alto formati: & fundamentals Cultus divini, 
is founded in the divine Excellency of infinite Per- 
fection, I mean the Godhead, and not in Power and 
Dominion only; and that in each of the Three Per- 
ſons the ſame divine, eſſential Perfection or God- 
head dwells in solidum 5 (according to Scripture) he 
nad never preſumed ſo to appropriate Divine Wor- 
hip to the Father, as to put the Son off with only a 
tranſient relative Worſhip, no better than Popery or 
Paganiſm; and hardly to allow any Worſhip at all 
to the Holy Ghoſt, affirming that the Word God 1n 
Scripture no where fienifies the Perſon of the Holy 
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Ghoſt ; and that there is no clear Precept or Exam— 
ple in Scripture for praying to the Holy Ghoſt. 

I leave this one Requeſt to my Reader, before he 
proceeds any further, that whilſt J aſſert and plead 
for the Divine, Eſſential Worſhip, as due to the Son 
and Spirit conjointly together with the Father, he 
would pleaſe to take me right, and not miſconſtrue 
me, as in any wife overthrowing, or ſo much as 
gainſaying, the acknowledged Way of Worſhip ac- 
cording to the Oconomy. 

I freely declare this to be my Judgment, that 
Place ought to be allowed to the Eſſential and Oeco- 
nomical way of Worſhip Both; Both being very 
conſiſtent, and of Goſpel Foundation: The one 
ſtanding upon the Divinity or Godhead of the Per- 
ſons ; the other ariſing from their Oeconomy. Nor 
after all will it be found, that the ſaid Oeconomy, 
rightly underſtood, robs either the Son or the Holy 
Ghoſt of their Divine, Eſſential Honour. 

If now the Diſputers of this World, inſtead of 
hearkening to the Words of Truth and Soberneſs, 
ſhall chuſe rather to go on in their own Ways of 
contradicting and blaſpheming, I ſhall not liſt to 
contend with them, but thall betake myſelf to the 
Psalmist's devout Courſe, ſaying, Arise, O God, and 
maintain thine own Cause, &c.* 


* Pſal. Ixxiv. 23. 
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2 PET. III. LAST VERSE. 
Io Him be Glory both now and for ever. Amen. 


But grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Squiour Jesus Christ, to Him be Glory both 
now and for ever. Amen. 


HE Doctrine of the Incarnation of the Son of 
God, * God. manifested in the Flesh, hath in 
all Ages proved a Stumbling-block to ſome even 
amongſt Chriſtians ; but unto None more fo, than to 
thoſe, who chuſe rather to follow the Dittates of 
their own Reaſon in matters of Pure Revelation, than 
the clear Light of Scripture ; in which alone they are 
to be ſeen, and in That very Light the Word hath 
ſet them, and not as we, perhaps, ſhould fancy ra- 
ther to place Them by the Level of our Reaſon. 
Myſteries reliſh not with the Men of This Way; nor 
doth the Faith itſelf, as oxcE delivered to the Saints, 
give Content ; but They muſt needs have a Second 
Edition of it, together with their own Gloſs, and 
Comment upon it,—To ferve which Turn, They 
wretchedly pervert the Scriptures, either corrupt 
the Text, or elſe ſo rack and torture it, as to make it 
ſpeak quite another Meaning than the true Senſe of 
it imports. 

Thoſe famous Words— “ Who is Over All, God 
Blessed for Ever. Amen—are an Inſtance of Their 
wreſting Scripture. For, This Text, which bears 
ſo noble a Teſtimony to the Divinity of Chriſt, the 
Son of God, is by Them forced from the Son's, into 


2 1 Tim. iii. 16. d Rom. ix. 5. 
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the Father's Service; and that though the Holy 
Spirit gave it expreſely in Evidence for the Son, 
ſpake it of Him, and bade it go and. maintain His 
Cauſe. 

But now, if to ſuppreſs, or falſify Evidence, be fo 
very immoral a Practice in mere civil Concernments, 
what an Horrid Sacrilege were it to do ſo in Divine 
matters! 

Theſe Pretenders to Reaſon either grudging the 
Son of God the Honour due unto his Name, to wit, 
the Glory of the Eternal Godhead ; or elſe fondly 
imagining that All the Honour paid unto the Son 
goes Beſides the Father, have dictated to us this 
Cautionary Maxim,—* That, namely, All the Praiſe, 
* and the Glory muſt be either Primarily, or Ulti- 
* mately aſcribed unto the Father, fo as that what 
e is any ways given unto the Son, muſt be All of 
* 1t underſtood as finally redounding to the Glory of 
* God the Father.” 

Well, and fo verily it doth of itſelf, whether we 
ſo intend it or not: For what can be a greater Ho- 
nour to the Father, than to be the Father of ſuch a 
Son? Such a Son! as being the only Begotten of 
the Father, is Himſelf alſo right worthy of All Ado- 
ration, upon the Account 7 the infinite Dignity of 
His own Divine Nature, and Perſon. 

Not ſo, ſay our new Maſters, for ſo the chief of 
Them, in His * Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity, 
falſely ſo called, is bold to ſay, (and methinks it 
ſounds like Blaſphemy to ſay, “ That the Honour 
e the Scripture directs to be paid to Chriſt, is not ſo 
« much upon Account of His Metaphyſical Eſſence, 


e or Subſtance, and Abſtract Attributes, as of His 


« Actions and Attributes Relative to us, &c.” The 


Horrid meaning whereof is, —That Davie Honour 


1s not to be paid unto Chriſt upon Account of the 
infinite Dignity of His Perſon, not for the ſake of 
Any True and Proper Divinity found in Him; But 


Only for the ſake of what He hath Done and ſuffered 


+ Dr. Clarke's Script. Doctrine, &c. Prop. 5, 43, 44, 45, 51,52. 
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for Us Men, and for Our Salvation, and the Godlike 
Authority He hath "Thereby merited over us; toge- 
ther with the manifold High Relations Chriſt now 
ſtands in towards Us His Redeemed Ones. 

And to let you fee, how this bold Dr. doth not 
count the Son in Himſelf to be an Object worthy of 
Divine Worſhip, He elfewhere teacheth, * That All 
« Prayers and Praiſes ought primarily, or Ultimately 
« to be directed to the [Single] Perſon of the 
« Father.” 

But where in All the Scripture do Theſe men 
meet with This ſtrange Doctrine fo Limited, and fo 
Explained? St. Peter, I am ſure, advanceth not 
any ſuch here in the Text; nay, He Himſelf 
aſcribes the Glory Expreſsly and Ultimately unto 


Chriſt, and that at the ſame ime He full well knew, 


That the Glory belonged unto God only: And His 
Apoſtolical Example ſhall warrant us to do ſo too. 

Wherefore then, with the further Leave of your 
Patience, we will {earch This and other Scriptures ; 
from whence, I truſt, it ſhall evidently appear, not 
only in the 

First Place, That the Glory hath been Directly 
given, and Ultimately afcribed unto Chriſt ;—but 
That, | 

Secondly, So it Lawfully may be.—From matter 
of fact then, that ſo it is, that the Scriptures do in 
ſundry Places give the Glory directly unto Chriſt, 


and that without the leaſt Intimation or Caution 


given Us, to Paſs it From, By and Through Him, 
up to the Father; I ſhall proceed to matter of Right, 
and ſhew you, That ſo it Lawtully may and ought 
to be: for Proof whereot I thall inſtance in ſuch 
Scriptures as do preſcribe, and Command, Proper 
Divine Honours to be Directly and Abſolutely paid 
unto the Son.—Then in the 

Third Place, I ſhall riſe yet Higher than bare Pre- 
cept, or Precedent, for Divine Honours payable to 
Chriſt. For I ſhall ſhew You the Ground of the 
matter, How that Chriſt is truly Adorable in Him- 
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ſelf, as being poſſeſſed of the whole © Fulness of the 
Godhead, which alſo is the fundamental, formal Rea- 
fon of Adoration. 

Now Thoſe who cannot ſpell Thus much out of 
Chriſt's Divine Sonſhip, As He is God's Own Son, 
the * Only Begotten of the Father, the Son of his 
Nature and Effence; let Them gather it at leaſt 
from thoſe Divine Names, Attributes, and Perfec- 
tions, which the Scriptures do every where aſcribe 
unto Him; and thereby as from Heaven beſpeak 
Him God, and as ſuch prcolaim Him in His own 
Name, Right, and Title, moſt worthy of All Ado- 
ration. I am then in the 

I. First Place, to ſhew, that Divine Honour hath 
been Directly paid, and Ultimately afcribed unto 
Chriſt, ſo as to remain with, and reſt upon Him, 
without being by the Worthipper paſſed from Him 
up to the Father. | 

It is recorded then of St. Stephen, how that being 
*full of the Holy Ghost, He had the Heavens opened 
unto Him, and ſaw the Glory of God, and Jesus 
Standing at the Right Hand of God, unto whom alſo 
He prayed, ſaying, Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit. — 
And again, Lord, lay not this Sin to their Charge. — 
Now be it here obſerved, that the Protomartyr doth 
not pray to the Father, Through the Son's Mediation, 
but Directly Addrefſeth to the Son Himſelf, and that 
full in the Face of the Throne of Glory. 

Be it remembered withal, that St. Stephen is ſaid 
to be full of the Holy Ghost, at the ſame Time he 
thus prayed ; ſo that we are ſure, He could not err 
in the manner of putting up this His Addreſs fo 
Directly, and Abſolutely to the Son; and therefore 
may we ſafely follow His Example. 

Lo, here now, the divine Incenſe of Prayer of- 
fered up unto the Son! an Argument ſure of His 
Divinity; and that ſuch as may well juſtity our 


Tranſlation's inſerting the Word God, — calling upon 


God. For praying unto Jesus, as unto God, Stephen 


© Col. ii. 9. 4 John i. 14. Acts vii. 55, 56, 59, 60. Acts 59. 
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plainly confeſſed Him God ; it not being lawful to 
invocate, or offer the Sacrifice of Prayer unto Any, 
{ave God only. 

In the further diſplaying our Lord's Glory as to 
Adoration actually paid Him, ſhould I appeal to 
that Inſtance of All the Diſciples worſhipping of 
Him in a Body, As He Aſcended up to Heaven; I 
might perhaps be roundly told, That makes not to 
the Purpoſe, As being given Him upon his Exalta- 
tion, and Inauguration into His Kingdom, and Di- 
vine Poxer then newly conferred upon Him. 

Nor indeed will the Men we have to deal with, 
allow Chriſt to have been properly worſhipped at all, 
or to have had any Right to be fo, till after His 
Resurrection, and upon His Ezaltation to the Right 
Hand of God. 

But in the mean time, if Chriſt the Son of Man, 
who bodily aſcended up to Heaven, had not been 
the Very Son of God alſo, the Diſciples might no 
more have ventured to worſhip Him, than * Elisha 
durſt his Maſter Elijah, as he aſcended up in his 
tery Chariot by a Whirlwind into Heaven. 

But I will be bold to ſay, that Chriſt was actually 
worſhipped with true Divine Honour in the Days of 
his Humiliation, and before his Reſurrection. —We 
find "a whole Legion of Devils falling at once pro- 
ſtrate before Him, and worſhipping of Him, at the 
ſame time dreading His Power, and Deprecating 
His Judgments: And now the Reaſon aſſigned 
wherefore they adored Him is, Becauſe they knew 
him. They knew, and confeſt Him to be the Sor of 
God, and worſhipped Him as ſuch. 

But ſtrange, that very Devils ſhould become Con- 
feſſors, and profeſſed Chriſtians turn Infidels! That 
the Devils, 2uoad Hoc, ſhould be ſound Believers, 
and right Worſhippers, who yet have nothing to 
hope for from Chriſt upon their Believing, nothing 
at all left them but to Fear and Tremble; and that 
Men, to whom a Door of Hope is ſet wide open, 


*2 Kings ii. 11. h Mark v. i Luke iv. 41. Mark i. 34. 
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ſhould yet ſhut it againſt themſelves by their Infide- 
lity; yea, that inſtead of Believing to Salvation, 
they ſhould ſtubbornly oppoſe themſelves in a way of 

Contradicting, and Blaſpheming, to their Perdition 
and Deſtruction ! 

And now, if the Men alſo, our Lord's Cotempo- 
raries in the Days of his Fleth, did not generally, 
nor conſtantly worſhip Him, it was becauſe they 
Knew Him not, as the Devils did ; but as many as 
did Know Him, either by his revealing Himſelf unto 
them, or upon his exerting ſome ſignal Inſtance of 
Divine Power, they, we find, worshipped him. 

So did the Man born blind, — As ſoon as he 
knew Chriſt to be the Son of God, he ſaid. Lord, [ 
believe, and he wors/hipped Him; and that, no doubt, 
with true Divine Honour. 25 

So alſo did a whole Ship's Crew, ſaving, ' Of a 
Truth thou art the Son of God. Which Worſhip 
that it was more than a bare civil Proſtration, after 
the manner of the Eaſtern Countries to great Per- 
ſonages, appears from hence, 

Firk, that Chriſt was then, as to all outward 
Appearance, in a very low eſtate, in the mean form 
of a Servant. 

Secondly, in that it was plainly extorted from 
them upon the Sight, and Apprehenſion of ſo great 
and complicated a Miracle, as the ſtilling the Winds, 
and raging of the Sea, with one Word from that 
Lord, whom they had juſt ſeen ” walking upon the 
Sea, as upon dry Land, and enabling Peter to walk 
thereon alſo, till his Faith failing him, he began to 
link. 

Let Gainfayers then ſay what they pleaſe, the 
Son of Man, in the Days of his Fleſh, and before 
his Reſurrection, was actually adored, as the Son of 
God, by Men and Devils both. 

As for the Sacrifice of Praiſe being offered unto 
Chriſt, the Text is a pregnant Inſtance.—Grow in 


John ix. 38. Matt. xiv. 33. „Matt. xiv. 25, 28, 29, 30. 


A VISITATION SERMON. 7 


Grace, faith St. Peter, and in the Knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; To him be Glory 
both now, and for ever. Amen.—To Him, to whom 
is that 2 Why, to Jesus Christ, for the Apoſtle in 
this place neither ſpeaks of, nor intends any other 
{ave Chriſt alone: But Him he expreſsly mentions 
by Name: To Chriſt therefore it is that the Glory 
is here aſcribed, and to none elfe. © 7 

And you may obſerve for the manner of it, that 
it is alſo aſcribed unto Chriſt directly, and ultimately, 
ſo as to Reſt upon, and remain with Chriſt, and not 
to paſs from Him up to the Father, Now what is 
here ſo ſolemnly and authoritatively given unto 
Chriſt is Glory, Eternal Glory, and that ſealed with 
an Amen; So that it was not conveyed unto Chrift 
for the Preſent only, but made fure and certain to 
lim for ever and ever. 

| ſhall bring but one Proof more of this firſt 
Point, but That ſhall be the Teſtimony of the whole 
Heavenly Hoſt, ſaying, Worthy is the Lamb that 
was gain to receive Power, and Riches, and Wisdom, 
and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Blessing, 
— What now can the moſt High God have more? 
Accordingly, Every Creature in Heaven, and Earth, 
and under the Earth, St. John in Viſion heard ſaying, 
—Blessing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power, 55 
unto Him that sitteth upon the Throne, And unto the 
Lamb, for Ever and Ever. | 

Now what 1s here aſcribed to Chriſt, the Lam 
of God, is, you ſee, the very same divine Honour, 
which is given unto Him that s:t{eth upon the 
Throne; So then here you have upon Sacred Record 
one Equal of Glory, one fame Praife, by the whole 
Heavenly Hoſt conjointly, and in One Breath 
aſcribed unto the Father, And to the Son: Pray 
mark it, Not to the Father Through the Son, but to 
Both co-equally, and together; for it is Expreſsly 
given to Him that fitteth upon the Throne, and unto 
the Lamb. 


u Rev. v. 12, 13. 
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Now, I the rather chuſe to inſiſt upon This 
Proof, that from thence we may furniſh ourſelves 
with a ready Anſwer to the Gainſayers of our com- 
mon Dozologies, and may cut off all occation of ca- 
villing from Them. For ſurely, ſince All manner of 
Honour and Glory is by the whole Heavenly Choir 
conjointly ſung - To Him that fitteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb; it can never be wrong 
or Heterodox in us to ſing, as we have received 
Gloria Patri ac Filio. Can that be novel, which is, 
You ſee, as old as the Bible? Or That unſound, 
which is ſo entirely agreeable to the Analogy of 
Faith, nay, to the very Letter of the Scripture ? 
Yet not that we in itſelf diſapprove of Glorifying 
the Father Through the Son, In, or By the Spirit; 
or that we once deny ſuch Forms to have been of 
Primitive Uſage, and ſound alſo, if rightly under- 
ſtood. Nay, Allowing that ſuch like Forms do beſt 
and moſt appolitely ſet forth the Divine Oeconomy, 
or order of working and Diſpenſation amongſt the 
Sacred Three, as alſo our Acknowledging of Them 
in that Very Order; Yet give us leave till to ſay, 
That our Common Forms have This Advantage over 
them All, in that they ſerve much better to Hold 
forth the Unity, and declare the Co-equality of the 
Three divine Perſons, how that they are All Three 


to be Alike, and Together Glorified, As One God. 


Judge now, whether (a Diſpute having been 
raiſed concerning the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, even 
to the Denial of their Co-equality with the Father, 
and their Right to Equal Honours with Him) we 
ought not rather to ſtand up for, and abide by that 
Form which preſerves the Unity, and maintains the 
Co-equality, than that other Form, which is expreſ- 
five only of, and concerned for, the Order and 
Oeconomy of the Three Perſons; and which, as of 
old it hath been, ſo to this very Day actually is, per- 
verted, and hath an Heretical Conſtruction put upon 
it, even to the eſſentially derogating from the Divine 
Nature, Honour and Glory of the Son, and the 
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Holy Ghoſt; contrary, no doubt, to the firſt Deſign 
and Primitive Uſage of that Form, which was only 
to inſtruct us to glorify God in that Order the 
Trinity were pleaſed to obſerve in Their working 
and Diſpenſations towards us; but was never in- 
tended to make the Celebration of the Divine Oeco- 
nomy, an Occaſion to diſſolve the Unity, diſpute the 
Trinity, or once to call in Queſtion the Co-equality 
of the Three Perſons. 

In ſhort, we no otherwiſe wave or ſcruple the 
Uſe of the ſo much contended-for Forms, than as 
we are juſtly afraid of ſymbolizing with that Party, 
who have quite perverted Them from their Primitive 
Uſe and Meaning; and inſtead of Glorifying there- 


by, have wreſted them to the Diſ-ſervice of the 


Trinity, and their no little Diſhonour. 

And as for our Common Form, which we have 
alſo received from the Beginning, we mult in any 
wiſe retain it, we may not in the leaſt depart from it, 
unleſs at the ſame time we will part with One of our 
* Creeds, which teacheth us to Profeſs, ſaying, -I be- 
lieve in the Holy Ghost, —IWho with the Father, and 
the Son together, is worshipped and glorified. By the 
way, the ſame Mal-contents, who quarrel with our 
Doxzology, are alſo diſguſted at the Athanasan Creed; 
nor yet altogether at the Damnatory Clauſes, but at 
the very Doctrine it holds forth, The Trinity in Unity. 

Bur now I would aſk theſe Gainſayers, whether 
they believe each Perſon by Himſelf to be God and 
Lord: If They do not, let them ſpeak out, and we 
knowing their Minds, ſhall know the better how to 
deal with Them.—But if They allow Each Perſon 
to be God of a Truth, then verily from that one 
Conceſſion may be demonſtrated, as with a Sun- 
beam, Their Conſubſtantiality, Co-eternity, and Co- 
equality, For, unleſs they will break through all 
the received Maxims concerning the Nature of 
God,—As that Deus non recipit magis & mMinus,— 


e Nicene, 
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Deus non ercellit Deum, and the like, it muſt needs 
follow from their being each of them God, That 
Pnone is afore or after other, none is Greater, or 
Less than another, but the whole Three Persons are 
Co-eternal together and Co-equal. Allow but the 
Son and the Holy Ghoſt to be by Nature God, (And 
you are no Chriſtian if yon do not) And then They 
muſt of Courſe have All the Eſſentials of the God- 
head, Co-eternally, and Co-equally with the Father. 
Grant Them but thus much, and at the fame time 
vou confeſs Them to be truly God; whereas if you 
with-hold this from Them, whatever elſe you may 
fpeak forth in Their Praiſe, how highly ſoever you 
may pretend to dignify Their Perſons, aſcribing a 
fort oft Divinity unto Them, by juſt calling Them 
God, you do but, with the Philoſopher of. old, bab- 
ble and equivocate ; you make Them no more than 
bare 7itular Deities, or ast Deos: You do ven- 


ture, in ſhort, Nomine ponere, re vera tollere, the 


Divinity vou were pleaſed to compliment Them 
withal. So much by way of Digreſſion; However, 
I truſt, a Word ſpoken in Seaſon, efpecially for the 
Faith, is never impertinent. 


_— 


FROM Precedents let us now paſs on unto Pre- 
cepts, that is to ſay, as in the 

II. Second Place, I propoſed to do, let us proceed 
from Matter of Fact, that ſo it is, that the Scrip- 
tures do afford us ſundry Examples of fuch as have 
given the Glory directly and ultimately unto Chriſt, 
o as to intend it for, and terminate it upon Him; 
to ſhew you further, that ſo it lawfully may and 
ought to be: For Proof whereof I ſhall inſtance in 
ſuch Scriptures as do politively preſcribe Honour and 


Worſhip to be given unto Chriſt. 


Now there are none but Men and Angels capable 
of worſhipping Him. As for the Angels, the Com- 


” Athanaſian Creed, verſes 25, 26. 
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mand is General and Peremptory, Worship Him all 
ye Gods. Now that Chriſt it is, who is here ſet up 
to be adored by the Angels ſtyted Gods, we learn 
from eb. i. 6. When He bringeth in the First Be- 
gollen into the World, He saith, —And let all the 
Angels of God worship Him, even the glorious 
Angels who kept Their firſt Eſtate, and ſo ſtood in 
in no need of a Redeemer, and therefore cannot be 
ſuppoſed to worſhip Him relatively, as our New 
Maſters would teach us to do. Nay, the God of 
this Mord, the Devil, who had once the Impudence 
to tempt the Son of Man to fall down and worſhip 
him, is yet with All His Angels put in Subjection 
under His Feet. How Great then muſt This Son of 
Man be ; truly no Leſs than the very Son of God. 

As for Men, no wonder the Decree ſhould be 
given forth, That All Men Should Honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father, A Command both 
General and Poſitive, inſomuch as that Whoso Ho- 
noureth not the Son, is by Chriſt accounted not to 
Honour the Father. Now As plain and Expreſs as 
ever theſe Two Decrees are, in behalf of Abſolute 
Honour payable to the Son; yet ſee how the Re- 
piners at His Honour, bend their Wits to deprave 
the Decrees they are not able to reverſe. 

True, ſay they, the Son 1s to be adored, yet not 
in His own Right, but by the Father's Appointment ; 
who having called Him to His own Throne, com- 
mands both Angels and Men to worſhip Him; yet 
doth it not follow, ſay they, that Chriſt is 9 
God moſt High, in Himſelf truly Adorable, but 
only that He is rela/wely Our Lord God, whom we 
are to adore, according to That Precept given forth 
in the Pſalmiſt,— * He is Thy Lord God, and There- 
tore worship Thou Him. 

It ſeems then, we 'muſt not conſtrue the Adora- 
tion given to the Son, to carry any Proof, or the leaſt 
Intimation of His having any true proper Divinity in 
Him, whereby of Himſelf He is worthy of ſuch 


i Plal. xcvii. 7. 2 Cor iv. 4. John v. 23. Pſal. xlv. 12. 
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Worſhip ; but only that Ez Patris Consttuto He 
hath a Right to it from us, over whom He is made a 
God ; from the Angels alſo, above whom He is ex- 
alted, upon the Account, ſay they, of the ſame God- 
like Power and Dominion given him by the Father. 

But as if God were not a Name of Nature ra- 
ther than of Office, Power or Dominion only ;—or, 
as if Adorability (if I may ſo ſpeak) were founded 
upon Any thing leſs than the very natural Truth of 
the Godhead, or, That Chriſt were not therefore 
Adorable, as, and only Becauſe, He is the Son of 
God, and very God, and not as Mediator ; though 
He who 1s Mediator be truly Adorable, as being God 
as well as Man, yea rather God-man in one Perſon. 
But it feems, theſe refined Reaſoners do not think 
Adoration to be ſo proper to God, as to be- altogether 
unalienable from Him; but that, with the good 
Leave and Liking of the ſupreme God, it may be 
fafely given to Another than, and beſides Himſelf, 
and that with a Non obstante to that Scriptum est, 
quoted by our Lord, whereby alſo He non-pluſſed 
the Devil, ſaying, " Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and Him only shalt thou serve. Notwithſtand- 
ing alſo the ſame God, jealous of his Honour, hath 
once and again declared, —That * He will not give 
His Glory to Another. 

Hence that ſound Maxim, — Adorart solius Dei est, 
—God alone is to be worſhipped, obtained even in 
the Church of Rome, till their * Inder Expurgatorius 
blotted it out of the Works of St. Athanasius and 


 Austin: For indeed it was no longer conſiſtent with 


the Worſhip paid by them to the Crucifir, and other 
Images. 

So then this ſtrange Doctrine of a tranſient, rela- 
tive Worſhip is no better than plain Popery, to ſay no 
worſe of it. 

The Son, ſay our new Teachers, is not the moſt 
High God, (to whom alone the Scriptures approprt- 


u Matt. iv. 10. * Iſai. xlviii. 11. 
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ate the Glory,) and vet will they allow Him to be 
worſhipped. And thus the Glory of Adoration, 
which we Fools had thought to be the Peculium and 
Property of God, is alienated by theſe Men of Rea- 
ſon, and given to the Son, in their Account no more 
Yet by way 
of Salvo they are ready to tell us, there is no Wrong 
done to the ſupreme Father, 2uia scil, Volenti non 
But in the mean time, do not theſe 
Sophiſters make God to contradict his own Self, one 
while ſaying, ? He will not give his Glory to another; 
another while commanding, that the Son be worship- 
ped even as Himself? Now with us the Son is not 
another from the Father; another Person indeed, 


but not another God: For He and the Father being 


One, one Divine Being, they are together one an 


the ſame Object of divine Worſhip. * 


Our Adverſaries well aware of this Difficulty, 
will not allow us to terminale our Worſhip upon the 
Son, but would fain have us put Him off with a 
For ſo learning of the Papists 


they inſtruct us not to direct our Worſhip primarily to 
the Son, not to terminate it upon Him, no by no 
means, but, as they pretend to paſs it from the 
Cruciftx up unto Chriſt, fo muſt we Through, and 
From Chriſt, paſs all the Glory whole and entire up 


But doth the Father ſo command? No, the 
Precipe runs, you heard, That all Men should Ho- 


to the Father. 


| nour the Son, even as they Honour the Father. How 
is chat? 


They will not ſay Rela/wely ſure, fo as 
not abſolutely to /erminate our Worſhip upon the 
Father, but to paſs it up from Him to ſome other 
Higher than He. No more can they in Truth ſay, 
that the Son is to be put off with any ſuch tranſient, 
relative Worſhip as this; ſeeing He is to be Ho- 
noured as, even as the Father, that is, equally with 


Y Tat. xIviii. 11. 


D 


in the Days of his Fleſh, the State of his Humilia- 


| Righteouſneſs, was again to ſhine forth in His full 
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Him; as truly, as divinely, as abſolutely as the 
Father. 

But ſurely, theſe Men who are for giving divine 
Worſhip in any ſort to a ſubordinate, dependent 
Being, as they account the Son, have never once 
read, how St. Paul reproves his Galatians for doing 
Service to them who * by Nature were not Gods, 
This, methinks, manifeſtly ſhews, that Adoration is 
due only unto Him who by Nature is true God: 
If fo be then Chriſt is not very God by Nature, but 
ſuch only by Office or Dominion, St. Paul, you ſee, 
Him Service. | 

* How then could Chriſt be fo much as a good 
% Man, and lowly in Heart, as He yet profeſſed 
* himſelf, if he were not more than Man, yea more 
„ than a Creature, who never once forbad Men's 
falling down to re Him? Which St. Peter 
* would by no means ſuffer to be done to him by 
« Cornelius; nor would even the Angel receive any 
« ſuch Homage from St. John, as our Lord actually 
„ did both from Men and Devils, without the leaſt 
“ Intimation of his diſallowing or diſliking of it.” 
Our Lord Chriſt courted not indeed Divine Worſhip 


| ſpeaking by the Holy Ghoſt, reproves all ſuch as do 


tion; but at the ſame time He could not ſo far deny 
Himſelf, as to refuſe or reject it, but always ac- 
cepted it when offered; though always without hi 
Affectation of it, in Conſideration of His having 
humbled and emptied Himſelf for our ſakes for a 
Time, after which ſhort Eclipſe, He, the Sun ot 


Glory. 

Certainly, certainly theſe Free-Thinkers conceive 
no better of their Lord, even in his Higheſt Caps 
city, as Son of God, than that He is God's Prime 
Minister, He whom /e King, the Lord of Hoſts, 
delighteth to honour : That at his Commandment we 


4 Gal. iv. 8. 
* Dy. Oldfield. 


Joſts, 
it we 
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may indeed ſafely bow the Knee; but then muſt re- 
member withal, that He rides but in the ſecond 
Chariot, for that in the Throne the Father is Greater 
than He. Some ſuch depreciating Notion as this, 
they muſt have entertained of their Lord and Savi- 


our, or they could not talk at the Rate they do. 


Now the Man Christ Jesus, if we reſpect his 
Humanity, and the high Glorification ace. (which 
He alſo merited at his Father's Hands, by his both 
active and paſſive Obedience on our behalf) was that 
very Man whom God delighted to honour : And as 
ſuch, *Joseph exalted next to Pharaoh's own Throne, 
was an eminent Type of Chriſt's Exaltation as Son 
of Man. But then this nothing affects, nothing ad- 
vanceth Him as Son of God: For as ſuch, He was 
ever moſt High in the Glory of God the Father, as 
having Glory together with Him or ever the World 
was. So that Chriſt's Glory, as He is the Son of 
God, is, and always was, and ever will be, one and 
the ſame, infinite and unchangeable, neither capa- 
ble of Augmentation, nor in the leaſt liable to 
Diminution. | 

It was indeed the Theanthropos that was ſo 
highly exalted as to have * a Name given Him above 
every Name that is named, not only in this World, but 
also in that which is to come. But then be it remem- 
bered withal, that this ſuper-eminent, tranſcenden- 
tal Honour conferred upon the Perſon of God-man, 
reſpected only his Humane Nature, as which alone 
ſtood in need of, or was indeed capable of having 
new Acceſſions of Glory put upon it. 

Our Adverſaries, yea rather the Adverſaries of 
our common Lord, think far otherwiſe, as that 
Chriſt the Son of God hath no proper divine Glory 
of His own, but only what His Father was pleaſed 
to beſtow upon Him. 

By the Courteſy and Appointment of the Father, 
and by His own high Merits, Chriſt, ſay they, at- 
tained to the Power, and Dominion, and Style of a 


Gen. xli. 40, Eph. i. 21. 
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God, who was before no God. So then, as theſe 
new Heralds are pleaſed to proclaim the Style of 
the Son of God, He hath no inherent Right or 
Claim to any Title properly Divine, either Name or 
Thing ; but hath only to boaſt of a precarious ad- 
ventitious Divinity, if there can be any ſuch amongſt 
Chriſtians. With the Pagans indeed there were ſuch 
© Gods many, and Lords many: But as for us, we 
know but of One True and Living God and Lord; 
namely, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. The Unita- 
rians allo are forward enough to call the Son, God 
but then they mean no more than a God by Office; a 
God indeed, but a bare conſtituted Numen, by the 
bond Venid, and Appointment of the Father; that 
is to ſay, in other Words, — Horresco referens, —a 
mere Deigratid King, and God. 

True, indeed, Chriſt, as Mediator, was God's 
Servant and King, King of his anointing, and *ſet- 
ting up. And as for this His mediatory Kingdom, 
we know and own, it ſhall have an End: For when 
* all Things Shall be subdued unto Him, when all Op- 
poſition ſhall be thoroughly fallen before Him, then 
ſhall Chriſt the Vicegerent deliver up the Kingdom 


0 God even the Father. But then be it known unto 


all, that our Lord Chriſt, as Son of God, is King of 
another Kingdom which ſhall never be delivered up, 
Now this Kingdom is over all, not over the Church 
or Mankind onlv, but over the whole Creation, 
Thus Chriſt, as Son of God, and God over all, is 
King over the Univerſe by very Nature: For being 
Son, He is Heir and Lord of all; beſides, having 
by His own Power created all, He juſtly is in his 
own Name and Right King, and Lord over all, 
And of this Chriſt's natural Kingdom, as Son of 
God, there ſhall be no End; for He together with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall rule and go- 
vern this his eſſential Kingdom to all Eternity. 

Be it far then from our Lord Chriſt, the natural, 
co-eternal Son of God, to claim by any ſuch baſe 


© ] Cor, viii. 5. 4 Pfal. ii. 6. *© 1 Cor. xv. 28. * 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
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Tenure, as our Learned Council will only allow 
him. Such inferior dependent Style and Title may 
indeed ſuit a ? Moses well enough, who was but a 
Servant in the Houſe: But is by no means becom- 
ing the Son, who Himſelf built the Houſe, and fo 
as was faid) in His own natural Right, is Heir and 
Lord of All: For“ He who built all Things is God, 

The Title then to the Godhead, which we will 
prefer for the Son of God, ſhall be of a far higher 
Nature, than that novel, precarious one, which the 
Enemies of Chriſt's native Glory are pleaſed to allow 
Him ; to wit, a Claim founded upon his own inhe- 
rent divine Perfections, which do of themſelves be- 
ſpeak a God. Which brings me to obſerve to you 
in the 


III. Third Place, that beſides Scripture-Warrant, 


both Precept and Precedent, for divine Honours 


payable, and actually paid unto Chriſt, He is alſo, 
vea chiefly, as the Ground and Foundation of all, 


in His own Name and Right entituled to the ſame, 


upon the Account of his divine Perfections, as com- 
municating with the Father in His Names and 
Titles, Attributes and Works; fuch I mean, as are 


| peculiar and proper to the Deity. 


in general then, All the high Names, Style, and 
Titles of the moſt High God, are up and down in 


| Scripture aſcribed unto the Son in common with the 
Father; that of Father only excepted, which being 


perſonal, is therefore proper, and ſo incommunt- 
cable, | 

Our Lord is by Jeremy ſtyled—' The Lord our 
Righteousness. The ſame Chriſt was that Lord who 
"rained Fire and Brimſtone upon Sodom, from the 
Lord out of Heaven; Jehovah from Jehovah, the Son 
from the Father. I am is God's proper Name; but 
lo Chriſt in St. John calls Himſelf, ſaying, ' Before 
Abraham was, I am. 


s Heb. iii. 2, 3, 4. 
k Gen. xix. 24. 


b Heb. iii. 4. i Chap. xxiii. 6, 
| Chap. viii. 58. 
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A VISITATION SERMON. 


We are told, Chriſt is not the moſt High God, 
but Zachary knew better, and calls Him ſo, when 
ſpeaking of his Son the Bap!zs!, he ſaith: ® Thou 
Child shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest, for 
thou shalt go before the Face of the Lord to prepare 
his Way. Now do but compare the original Pro— 


18 


phecy in Maluchi, with this Completion of it in St. 


Luke, and you muſt needs ſee, that Chriſt was that 
Higliest, before whom the Baptiſt was ſent as an 
Harbinger. 

Beſides, that fore-cited Text, Who is over all, 
God blessed for ever, ſpoken of Chriſt, is but an- 
other Phraſe for the most High God : for ſurely the 
God over all, is God moſt High, the Supreme Sove- 
reign, or it is not eaſy to ſay, who elſe is. The 
fame Men deny Him the Style of cana;aree; whereas 
Chriſt expreſsly aſſumes it to Himſelf, where, 
after other his known Titles, He concludes, 
ſaying, 1 am — wailbyiruy, the Almighty, as we 
render it. 

And that which is ſaid of Chriſt, He is 
Lord of all, is but another Expreſſion for wailwgary. 


But had Chriſt not challenged the Name to Himſelf, 


yet how could we have denied Him the Thing, or 
Meaning of it; whenas He who by his own Power 
created all Things, as did the Son, may well be al— 
lowed, co nomine, & $40 jure, gui xa, to hold, 
poſſeſs and govern all Things? 

Our Lord Chriſt is alſo called, the King, the 
Lord of Glory, the King, the Lord of Hoſts; 
4 Esatas, when he ſaw his Glory, and ſpake of Him, 
ſo calls Him. Chriſt is elſewhere ſtyled the * King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. So that it ſeems the 
Father is not the only Potentate (as ſome would 
have Him) excluſive of the Son, who alſo is fre- 
quently called the Lord of Hos!s; underſtand it of 
all thoſe Hoſts Himſelf created, and therefore hath 
an undoubted Right to be Lord over them. 


m Luke i. 76. » Rom. ix. 5. Rev. i. 8. Acts x. 36, 4Efai.vi. 5 
compared with John xit. 40, 41. Rev. xix. 16, 
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Chriſt, moreover, is the Judge of all; and well 


may He be, ſeeing He it is who searcheth the 


Reins and the Hearts. Now Solomon tells us, God 
only knoweth the Heart. Chriſt then is the Heart- 
ſearching God. And ſo our appearing before the 
Judgment-Seat cf Chriſt, may literally be ſtyled, 


| The "groing Account of ourselves unto God, as the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks. 

Chriſt is alſo called the moſt Holy ; for we read 
in Daniel of * anointing the most Holy, meaning the 
Messiah, Chriſt our Lord. But now, can He be the 
moſt Holy, and not the moſt High? Or doth not 
the most Holy ſpeak forth infinite Perfection to the 
High, full as much as the most High ? In ſhort, 
who with his Eyes open ſees not, that theſe Expref- 
ſions, as other Attributes of God, are not diſtinctive 


| of the Subject, but only deſcriptive thereof, the one 


ſetting forth the infinite Rectitude, the other the 
Sovereignty and ſupreme Dominion of Gd), 

Esay proclaims Chriſt “ The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, to wit, of Spirits, Angels, and 
the Souls of Men, as being their Creator. St. Paul 
calls the ſame Chriſt, the '* Great God ; St. John, the 
* True God. Which alſo brings to my mind an An- 
nual Cuſtom, Sir George Wheeler relates of the 
Asian Churches; how that yearly at Easter they 
thus congratulate, and anſwer to one another, ſay- 
INg,— xurès A'virn,—A abs; Or; Christ is risen: He is 
the True God. 

Now, here you ſee the Faith of thoſe primitive 
Churches touching the true Divinity of our Lord 
Chriſt, and which, without doubt, they learnt from 
St. John, particularly in that Paſſage of his, This is 
the True God, not the true Religion, as a certain bold 
Dr. would fain have us read it; but we ſhall not 
part with that Text ſo eaſily to pleaſe his hereticat- 
ing Humour. 


— — 


Rev. ii. 23. 1 Kings viii. 39. » Rom. xiv. 12. * Dan. ix. 24. 
? Ifai. ix. 6. Tit. ii 13. 1 John v. 20. 1 Ep. v. 20. 
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MOREOVER, as Chriſt hath all the Divine 
Names, Style and Titles in common with the Father, Þ 
fo likewiſe doth He communicate with Him in the C 
fame divine Attributes and Perfections. or 

As for Pre-eternity, In the Beginning was the 
Word : His goings forth have been of old from ever- M8 L 
lasting; * for who Shall declare his Generation, Seeing Mt 
that *from cverlasting to everlasting He is God ? And 
truly, unleſs the Son of God were abſolutely from 
all Eternity, and Co-eternal Son of the Eternal Fa- 
ther, how could he in Truth call Himſelf, as yet in 
the Revelations He frequently doth, the * Alpha and 
Omega, the First and the Lust, the Beginning and the 
Ending? Doth the true God ſay of Himſelf, * 7 the 
Lord change not? The very ſame doth the Spirit 
ſay of the Son, Jeſus Chriſt ' the same Yeslerday To- 
day, and for ever, for ſo Chriſt the Lord changeth 
not. And indeed He that is the I am, may well be 
the game, for * his Years cannot fail. Lord, thou 

 knowest all Things, faith St. Peter to Chriſt. And 
well might he ſay fo, for as for Chriſt, He perceived 
3 the very Thoughts of Men's Hearts, obviated and 
15 anſwered their inmoſt Reaſonings before they had 
kf diſcovered them by Words: ® He knew all Men, 
| and needed not that any Should testify of Man, for He 
knew what was in Man, even in the Days of his 
A Fleſh, who would not fear then to harbour one miſs 
18 Thought of Thee, O Bleſſed Jesus, who art the om- 
9 niſcient Heart-ſearching God? 
19 And well might He be Omniſcient who was Om— 
'# nipreſent, for at the ſame time He was bodily preſent 
. upon Earth, he declared Himſelf to be in Heaven“. 
? And now that He is bodily preſent in Heaven, yet 
3s is He ſtill preſent to, and with his Church upon 
# Earth in Spirit, and will be ſo to the End of the 
World. Where two or three are gathered together in my 
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Name, there am I in the midst of them, ſaith the Lord 


S Chriſt. Such his Immenſity as to his eternal Spirit, 


or divine Nature 

That Chriſt was the Lord God omnipotent, the 
Lord of all Power and Might, appears from the 
Miracles wrought by Him, and that by his own di- 
vine Power, the Power of his own Wonder-working 
Spirit. | 
. Chriſt performed ſuch Works as never Man did. 


e healed all manner of Sickneſs, and all manner 


of Diſeaſe ; made the Lame to walk, the Deaf to 
hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, the Blind to ſee, caſt out 
Devils, and raiſed the Dead, even the Four-Days- 
Dead ; 8 wonder not, for he wrought yet more 
wonderfully than all this put together. For He even 
quickened his own dead Body; ceaſe ye to marvel 
at this alſo, for why? This was eaſy to Him who 
had Life in Himſelf. I am the Resurrection and the 
Life, saith the Lord. The all-quickening Spirit, the 


Lord and Giver of Life proceeding as from the Fa- 


ther, ſo from the Son, thence called the Spirit of the 
Son, the Spirit of Chriſt and of God. 

" ] will, be thou clean, ſpoken by Chriſt to the 
Leper, was the Voice not of a Man but God; who 
ſbake and it was done, who but commanded, and it 
came to pals, | 

But why do I ſtand upon Chriſt's miraculous 


| Working-Power in altering or reſtoring Nature, 


whenas the ſame Son of God hath true creating 
Power alſo, and fully manifeſted the ſame at what 
Time He gave Being to whole Nature! For ſo 
not in any way of instrumental Agency under the 
Father, but by Community of Power together with 
Him, the Son created all Things, viſible and inviſi- 
ble, by the Self-Energy of his own 2 
Spirit. And by the ſame Son do * all things conſiſt, 
He being that Divine Word of Power which ſtill 
upholdeth all. | 

John xv. 24. (Matt. iv. 23. John xi. 25, Matt. viii. 3. 
Col. i. 17. Y Heb.i. 3. ; 

E 
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And as by the Son, ſo likewiſe * for Him, and his 
Glory, were all Things created and made. So that 
the Son is the Joint Final, as well as Co-efficient 
Cauſe of all Things together with the Father, with 
whom likewiſe He communicates in the Divine 
Glory of all his Ordinances ; for as we are to wor- 
ſhip and glorify the Faiher, fo alſo the Son, accord- 
ing to that which is written of Him, Prayer $hall 
be made ever unto Him, and daily shall he be praised, 

And as we are baptized into the Name of the 
Father, ſo of the Son likewiſe, not into the Father 
through the Son: Let the Enemies of the Son's Co- 

equality take notice of this. Albeit then we are 
to addreſs and glorify the Father through the Son, 
according to his mediatory Office, as being our High- 
Prieſt and Interceſſor; yet are we abſolutely and 
conjointly baptized into the Son's, as well as the 
Father's Name. No Subordination then appears 
here, whatever there may in the way of oeconomical 


4 = 2 — 222 — ———— - — . — — -» pay br Ko 5 —— - . — —— on ger ner WO 22 
Tay r 2 == 2” > $* — . > ern r wa een . — „ 2 2 — x A 2 — — = 5 * * 
: _ FEE r — 2 — ne —— OE STITP 3 — a3 7 22 == SEX 2 * 7 * = p - 2 ; - 
— —— — — By. K 3 — — . ED =E=- - c rn PREDATES WY OY $ f 
. e ** — Z - — — wb —_ ty 4. - + l f Ry IR A 
a9 Sr n 6 | — ie. Z - 2 — — * 5 $a = — . 
Eh - 2 , 4 „ 3 > nn 3 2 Z =; « 8 2” - 2 > WE -— Xx 8 THE > = 
- 1 — 
— . LEA — þ 2 F- — 2 on 5 5 BB. - 2 ae - : E -- * 23 
- : > ; 2 9 — * —— . — = - * n 
— 


We are alſo to hope and truſt in Chriſt, and to 


ia Worſhip through the Mediator. Baptiſm then, you 
[3] ſee, holds forth a perfect eſſential Co-equality be- 
A tween Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, into whoſe 
Io Divine Name we are conjointly initiated by that 
"1 Form of ſound Words, which doth not a little diſ- 
4 guſt and ſtagger our Unitarian Adverſaries. 


| rejoice in God our Saviour; Grace, Mercy, and 
4 Peace coming from Him, as well as from the Father. 
» Our Lord Chriſt could not but know, that our 
1 Faith was not to ſtand in Man but God; and yet he 
8 ſaith, as *ye believe in God, ſo believe also in me. 

| That inward reaſoning of the Scribes in their 
Hearts, e can forgive Sins but God only? was 
right, ſound, and good, only miſapplied to our 
Lord, who was not the Blaſphemer they thought 
j Him, when He took upon Him to forgive Sins, and 
ns. juſtified his Power ſo to do: and well He might; 
3 for being that one Lawgiver who hath Power to 
1 ſave and to deſtroy, he had, by conſequence, Au— 
thority and Power to remit Sins, and that not only 


Col. i. 16. John xiv. i. > Mark ii. 7. 
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by way of a delegated Commiſſion, as Son of Man, 
but with full and abſolute judicial Power, as Son of 
God, and very God, which alſo he manifefled Him- 
ſelt to be, by his perceiving the inmoſt undiſcovered 
Reaſonings of the Scribes' Hearts. What Free- 
{tinker now of them all will dare any longer to deny 


unto our Lord Chriſt, the Heart-ſearching God, 


Power and Authority of Himſelf to forgive Sins? 


There is but one Thing more left for me to add, 
which alſo is, That Chriſt is Co-partner with the 
Father in his Kingdom, and in his Throne, © The 
Kingdom of Christ, and of God, the Throne of God, 
and of the Lamb. So then, you ſee, one and the 


ſame Kingdom, one and the ſame Throne, ſufficeth 
both Father and Son, and at the ſame time loudly 


beſpeaks them both one Majeſty, one God; for God 


is one. 


Nor verily could a Creature, tho' never ſo high] 
ſuper-angelical, yet once ſuſtain to wield the Sceptre 


| of God, or to fit down in his Throne, the Throne of 


God, which nothing Jeſs than God can approach 
unto, fill or adorn |! 

Chriſt then being Lord of God's Kingdom, and 
holding his Sceptre, may well be allowed to fit down 
in his Throne, and we finding Him there, may juſtly 
take up this Acclamation : O Deus certe ! 

But if after all, blaſphemous Man will not allow 
this our Lord's Claim, we matter not, fince God 
himſelf doth: * Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever, faith God to the Son. The Father then con- 
feſſeth the Son's Divinity, expreſsly calls him God, 
and that with an Article prefixed : He further ac- 


«nowledgeth his Son's Throne to be everlaſting. 


But now where do we meet with an eternal Throne 
erected to any Creature? Or what Throne was ever 
lo ſtable as to laſt for-ever, ſave God's Throne only ? 

lt then you will not allow the juſt Inference of the 


ſtupid Jews, how that Chriſt by calling God his 


Father, thereby made Himſelf equal to God: If you 
Wil not credit our Lord Himſelf declaring, I and 


* Eph. v. 5. 4 Rev. xxii. 3. Heb. i.8. fJohn x. 30. 
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my Father are one: Yet ſure you will hearken 10 
what the Father Himſelf confeſſeth of the Son by 
the Prophet Zachary, ſaying, * Awake, O Sword, 
against my Shepherd, against the Man that is my 
Fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts. Now the Shepherd 
here propheſied againſt, is in *St. Matthew interpreted 
of Chriſt, by His own ſelf. Lo then, Here we have 
God the Father owning Chriſt for his Equal, the 
Man that is my Fellow, or Equal; Equal to the 
Father, as touching his Godhead, but inferior to 
the Father, as touching his Manhood. 

Now this very Diſtinction doth old * Bullinger 
make uſe of, in Anſwer to the Difficulty of that 
Text: My Father is greater than J. | 

* Saith he, we ſhould enforce an Inequality 
* upon the Holy Trinity, if we ſhould contend that 
* thoſe our Lord's Words are ſimply to be underſtood 
< without Interpretation: But by Conference of 
* other Places, and by taking Advice of Faith, we 
* ſay, That the Son is equal with his Father as touch- 
* ing his Divinity, but inferior unto Him in reſpe@ 
* of his Humanity.” So far he. 9 

There is a Saying of our Lord's upon Record in 
*St. John, which if thoroughly conſidered, might 
clear up all Difficulties at once: it is this; All 
Things that the Father hath are mine; underſtand it 
of all the Eſſentials of the Godhead, and that not 

recariouſly, as ex Dono, or of Grace, which cannot 
* but by very Nature communicated neceflarily 
with the Eſſence, thro” eternal ineffable Generation. 

Yet after all, muſt we needs ſay with the Apoſtle: 
Great without Controversy is the Mystery Godli- 
ness, God was manifested in the Flesh ! 

Surely then it much better becomes us humbly to 
believe and adore, as the Angels do, than over- 
curiouſly to pry into what we can never fully com- 
prehend. How much leſs ought we ſhort-ſighted 
Creatures to put this Infidel-Queſtion : How can 
theſe Things be? 

s Chap. xiii. 7. h Chap. xxvi. 31. John xiv. 28. * Chap. 
vi. 15. 11 Tim. iii. 16. 
* In his Sermon on the Lord's Supper, & c. 
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It is but fair, methinks, to give over unto God 
the Knowledge 'of Himſelf: For as * St. Hilary 
faith, He only is a Competent Witneſs to Himſelf, 
who is not known but by himſelf. If then God 
hath, ſaid he, a Fellow, or Equal, to wit, his own 
Son; who, or what are we, that we ſhould once 
ſtart the leaſt Difference or Inequality between 
them? And fince the Son, who is Truth itſelf, hath 
ſaid, I and my Father are one; ſhall we dare to di- 
vide them ? | 
Seeing alſo St. Thomas, upon full Conviction after 
doubting, cried out in Faith, ” My Lord, and my 
God, And our Lord Chriſt readily accepted the 
Confeſſion, accounting the Worſhipper a true, but 
ſlow Believer ; ſhall not we yet believe after all? Or 
ſhall not we count the Lord God of an Apoſtle 
worthy of being our God alſo ? 

We, who read of Chriſt, that He is the very 
* Brig htness of his Father's Glory, and the express 
Image, or Character, of his Person, ſhall we dare to 
eclipſe or tarniſh the Great Father's Glory? Shall 
we impiouſly deface His very Image, by caſting foul 
Diſhonour upon his own and only Son? FF 

We that have been conjointly baptized into the 
Name, the eſſential Name of Father and Son, ſhall 
we ſcruple to co-glorify Father and Son together ? 
Together alſo with their one common Spirit, into 
whoſe holy Name we are alike jointly baptized ? 

The very ſame Lord Chriſt, who for our ſakes fo 
deeply humbled and emptied Himſelf, as to make 
* Himself of no Reputation, taking upon Him the 
Form of a Servant; yet all the while being and ſub- 
ſiſting in the Form of God, thought it no Robbery to 
be equal with God. Shall we then go about ſacrile- 
giouſly to rob Him of that his divine Honour? Shall 
we preſume to thruſt Him down from the Throne of 
God, in whom, we read, the whole Fulness of the 
Godhead dwells bodily ? Far be that from us who 
call ourſelves Chrittians! We who believe God 

* Hil. Lib. Prim. de Trinitate, 


= John xx. 28. * Heb. i. 3. » Phil. ii 6,7. Col. ii. 9. 
11 John iii. 16. idee the Note, p. 30. 
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laid down his Life for us, and that we are Part ot 
that Church which God purchased with his own 
Blood. And well knowing that the Son only of all 
the Three Perſons had Lite to lay down, and Blood 
to ſhed ; we ſurely, who ſo know and believe, ſhall 
account the ſame Son of God moſt Precious. 


What then, if ſome blinded by the God of this 


World, can ſee no divine Form nor Comelineſs in 


the Son, wherefore they ſhould fall down and adore 
Him? Yet let us who ſee the Glory of the only 
begotten Son of the Father, through the Veil of his 
Fleſh, be ſure to worſhip Him as by Nature the Son 
of God; and that with nothing lets than true, pro- 
per, divine Honour together with the Father. God 
forbid, that we profeſſed Chriſtians ſhould trample 
under foot the Blood of God, as a common thing, or 
once deny the Lord that bought us with ſo ineſti ma- 
ble a Price; and ſo not onlv prove Ingrates, but 
mad Fools, for ſapping our own Salvation which is 


founded upon Emmanuel, God with us: for no leſs a 
Perſon than true Emmanuel could have been effec- 
tually to us Jesus, a Saviour. | 


If others then fit ſtill contenting themſelves with 
that Motto of Neutralitv: Ile that is not against 
us, is on our Part: Yet let us, (my Brethren) ab- 
horring their Indolence and Indifterence, yea rather 
dreading all Lukewarmneſs in the Cauſe of the Son 
of God, call to mind what our Lord hath elſewhere 
ſpoken : * He that is not with me, is against me. 

Hold we faſt then the Profeſſion of our Faith 
without wavering ; yet not only ſo, but let us withal 
* contend earnestly for the Faith once delivered to the 
Sainis. Eſpecially we the Lord's Watchmen, let 
not us be ? dumb Dogs, *let not us keep Silence: 
We who are to make mention of the Lord, let us 
continually plead his Cauſe againſt all Gainſayers ; 
and let the high Praiſes of him that redeemed us 
with his own Blood, be perpetually ſounding from 
our Lips. | 


r Acts xx 28. 2 Pet. ii. 1. Mark ix. 40. u Matt, xii. 30. 
* Jude v. 3. J Iſai. vi. 10. Iſai. Ixit. 6. a 
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Let us take heed to ourſelves, and the reſpective 
Flocks over which the Holy Ghost hath made us 
Orerscers, that in theſe Days of Apoſtaſy both we 
and they may be eſtabliſhed in the true Faith of a 
Trinity in Unity ; fortified alſo againſt the wily At- 
tempts of evil Men and Seducers. And if proud 
Reaſoners will {it them down in the Scorner's Chair, 
vet let them not mock us out of our Faith or Doxolo- 
gies. We know whom we have believed; we know 
whom we confeſs and praiſe, even the Lord Chriſt, 
who bath alſo ſaid, * JV hosoever shall confess me before 
Men, Him shall the Son of Man also confess before 
the Angels of God. But he that demieth me before 
Men, shall be denied before the Angels of God. And 
elſewhere he ſaith, © IWhosoever Shall be ashamed of 
Him now, of Him aleo shall the Son of Man be 
ashamed hereafter. And whereas ſo very many in 
theſe backſliding Days do depart from the Faith, let 
us who may perhaps, think we ſtand, take heed leſt 
we alſo fall away, even as others. 

And from the Bottom of our Hearts let us bleſs 
God we are not as yet fallen: And let us pray with- 
out ccaling, That God who is able to make us ſtand, 
would ſtill vouchſate to hold us up by his Right- 
hand: That He, who is the Tea and © Amen, would 


| graciouſly be pleaſed to stablish, sfrengthen, settle 


us; that ſo we may, not be ſoon ® shaken by every 
Wind of false Doctrine, through the Sletght of Men, 
and cunning Craftiness of false Teachers, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive the unſł ilful and unwary. 

And as for ſuch as oppoſe themſelves, let us ad- 
monith. them in the Spirit of Meekneſs, praying alſo 
tor them, if God peradventure will give them Re- 
pentance lo the acknowledging of the Truth. 

And as we ought not to be moved at this Depar- 
ture from the Faith, becauſe it is no more than what 
Was foretold expreſsly by the Spirit: That 'from 
amongst our own selves false Teachers Should arise, and 

Acts xx. 28. b Luke xii. 8, 9. © Mark vyi. 38. 42 Cor. i. 20. 
Rev. iii. 14. f1 Pet. v. 10. 8 Eph, iv. 1%. *2 Tim. ii. 25, 
1 Tin. iv. 1. | | 
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Some should depart from the Faith, So neither let us 
be difcouraged, though the Apoſtaſy ſhould prove 
more general than (Thanks be to God) at preſent it 
is: For, be it known unto all, than an End, in God's 

own good Time, to all manner of Oppoſition to the 
Truth is likewiſe propheſied of. 

That God who ſaith to the raging Sea, Hithertg 
Shalt thou come, but no further, and here shall thy 
proud Waves be stayed, hath alſo ſaid to theſe and 
all manner of Seducers: ' 4s Jannes and Jambres 
withstood Moses, so do these also resist the Truth: 


5 Men of corrupt Minds, reprobate concerning the 
A Faith. But they shall proceed no further. 

2 What then? Though their Word at preſent doth 
1% eat and ſpread as doth a Canker, ſo long as God in 
. his own beſt Time hath determined an End thereto, 
[28 faying, as you have heard, They Shall proceed no 


170 further. | 

And what, though they may fancy themſelves 
wiſer than their Brethren? Yet let them know, God 
1 calls them Fools, and will in the End expoſe them as 
. ſuch; for the very ſame Prophecy ſaith of them, that 
*their Folly shall be made manifest unto all Men, as 
theirs also was, meaning the afore-named Magicians. 

Wherefore (my Brethren) patiently, and in Faith 

await the appointed Time; and in the mean while 
comfort ye, comfort ye yourſelves, and one another 
with theſe fore-cited good Words of Promiſe ; with 
thoſe other alſo ſpoken by our Lord, * The Gates of 
Hell shall not prevail against my Church. 

And now, Laſtly, as a Means to eſtabliſh you and 

all in the Faith, hearken to the Exhortation of the 
| Apoſtle in the Text and Context: 
. Whilſt ſome do wreſt the Scriptures to their own 
„ Destruction, do ye (my Beloved) ſeeing ye know 
1 theſe Things before, beware, lest ye also being led 
. away by the Error of the Wicked, fall from your own 
Stedfastness. But grow in Grace and in the Knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


* Job xxxviii. 11. 12 Tim. iii. 8, 9. ® 2 Tim. ii. 17. iii. 8, 9: 
* 2 Tim. iii. 9. Matt. xvi. 18. 
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To whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
three Perſons and one God, in Being conſubſtan- 
tial, in Glory equal, in Majeſty co-eternal, be 
rendered and aſcribed, as is moſt due, without 
any Difference or Inequality, the Kingdom, 
Power, and Glory, both now, and for ever 


Amen. 


THE END. 


3 


„ Ghoſt hath made choice of, they are no idle Speculations thaff 
are drawn from them. 
„ Three ſeveral Titles are by the Apoſtle aſcribed unto Jeſu 
Chriſt, Heb i. 2, 3. Son, Brightneſs, Character or Imag 

« Every of which have their proper Luſtre to guide us into tha 


4 

I. ( 30 ) 

— | . * 

ol Albeit (as Biſhop Ardrezvs, that Magazine of Learning, wgll 
13 obſerveth) + there be not any Reſemblance tranſlated from 
1 « Creature, though never ſo excellent, that will hold full Aff 
; 7 « yet withal, this we are to think, that what Terms the Holy 
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1 & great Myitery concerning Chrilt. 1 
be „In Son there is a true Identity of Nature; upon it 
18 % grounded Ou, being of one Subſtance, even as the Soni 
be & with the Father. But if any ſhall ſay, the Son cometh aft 
if & the Father in Time, amends is made for that in the next Term 


« Brightneſs ; for it is not to be imagined, that there ever wa 
& or ever could be, a Light Body, but in the very ſame Inſtanf 


MM & there muſt ſtream from it a Brightneſs, So upon this is ground 
* & co-eternal; But there is ſome Inequality between the lig 
i « Body itfelf, and the Beam or Brightneſs of it; the Beam nal 
5 „ being full out ſo clear, ſnews an Imperfection in the Ter 


5 « Brightneſs; But that is ſupplied in the next, Character; tal 
. & that is ever juſt equal, neither bigger, nor leſs than the 1 
„or Stamp that made it. Upon this then is grounded co-equali 


1s „ and alike, per omnia, Ouorzoid-: 80 like, as shew ws the Fa 
. „ faith Philip, why? He that ſees the Character, never defir 
# « to ſee the Stamp; if ye lee the one, ye ſee the other: He thi 
Wn &« 5eeth me, (aith Chriſt, seeth the Father, whole expreſs Form li 


"8 e Image I am, 

5 „ Agreeable to theſe Three, ſaith the Biſhop, “ we beliey 
1 of Jeſus Chriſt, that He is con-ſubſtantial as the Son, co-etern 
| „ as the Brightneſs, co-equal as the Character: Againſt the new 
„Heads of that old Hydra ſprung up again in our Days.” 4 


7 This Fragment of that excellent Biſhop's I gathered from 
4 Mr. Edward Lane's Loot unto Fetus, WC. p. 9. 
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